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How do you feel you have evolved as an artist after being 
in the business for so long? 
When I first came in at 15/16 trying to rap, I had no idea what 
I was really doing. I started getting into the scene and I started 
a few groups. I was always the guy that was really into it, but 
wasn't that good. I just really enjoyed it as a hobby, so I stayed 
with it and kept going. Slowly I got better at making the beats 
and better at writing, I got more comfortable talking about 
certain things. It was a slow building process that helped me 
learn the game, and at the same time I worked on my skills to 

get where I am now. It feels good to make something that I can be 
100 per cent proud of. 

Greatful took you a long time to complete. Why did this 
album take you longer than the others? 
With this one, I was alone a lot more. Usually when I am working 
on records, I have my brother or a couple of friends throwing 
ideas at me. With this one, I found myself alone in the studio a 
lot more. You dwell on your personal life more; you start to think 
about stuff. It made me think “I want to write a song about this.”  

 With his raw lyrics and tenacious drive, Classified has cultivated a two-decade-long career as one of 
Canada's top rap artists. It’s an enviable run that he is "greatful" for, as the title of his latest album 
reflects. Local Connections chats with him on keeping it real, collaborating with Snoop Dogg and 
what inspires him. 

I never had a big group of friends around influencing me, making 
me think “I don't want to do this song with all these people 
around.” But when you’re alone, you feel more comfortable to 
write about personal relationships or a song about your kids.  
I was able to really focus on what I was trying to do. 

Halifax has such a great music culture and amazing roots 
in the hip-hop scene. Why do you think a lot of people 
don't realize how strong the music scene out here is?
Even as strong as the scene out here is right now, with great 
artists making music in their home studios, it’s harder to get the 
music out there. I remember 10 or 15 years ago, there were a lot 
more shows here, a lot more outlets for artists to go to. I find now 
there are not a lot of shows compared to what used to be. At one 
time there were two or three hip-hop shows a week. I think the 
scene here pays attention to it, people in Halifax know what’s 
going on, but outside that scene people don't really know what's 
going on. We need an outlet for people to actually really hear it 
and get a sense of the music. 

Acclaimed rap artist Snoop Dogg is on your new albums 
single "No Pressure". I read somewhere that he is one of 
your heroes.
We recorded the song when he was out here last summer 
filming with the Trailer Park Boys in Truro. He was down here 
for about a week. We had been talking a few months before 
that, and when I found out he was here it was like, man, he is 
only 20 minutes down the road. I grew up a 90s kid, and when 
Doggystyle came out, that was one of my big records. Snoop was 
my Rolling Stones, or my Beatles or Huey Lewis, as my parents 
would say. He was THAT guy. When we hung out in the Truro 
hotel room for the song, he was exactly the same way he seems: 
chill, laidback and no bulls**t. 

What was the inspiration behind the new album’s title, 
Greatful? 
I look back at what I have been able to do, and I have been very 
fortunate. I worked hard for it. You have to be grateful for the 
things that come to you, especially nowadays with people looking 
for work and having to leave the province to do this and that. 

You have opened for Ludicris, The Black Eyed Peas and many 
more big acts. Who would you love to work with?
A lot of 90s rappers. I would like to do something with the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, Paul McCartney—lots of stuff you would not 
expect. I like doing left-field stuff.   █


